
 
Abbotsford Angels Hardball Association  

Executive Meeting 
March 9, 2017 - 7:00pm 

Birchwood Dairy 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05pm 
 
In Attendance: Dan Dick, Steve Coleman, Ernie Wiens, Jodi Wiens, Jenn 
Johnson, Colin Sexton, Jose Siguenza, Brian Krahn, Vaughn Mangum and Colin 
Sexton 
  
Absent: Todd Boulanger 
 
Additions to Agenda 
 
Thank-you cards 
Bantam income spending 
Scorekeeper inservice 
Banking 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 Moved to adopt agenda Brian, 2nd Ernie, all in favour. 
 
Adoption of last meetings minutes 
 Last meetings minutes circulated and read.   

Moved to adopt minutes Steve, 2nd Ernie, all in favour. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Ernie) 
 
-current cash balance is $117,597.26 as of March 7th, 2017    
-of this amount $21,537.42 is in our Gaming account with the balance in our 
general operating account.  
 
-there is currently $3,023.28 in outstanding expenses. 
-many fees due at the end of March 
 

Funds are available for Grant park field expansion and concession trailer 
projects as discussed at the AGM. Some more equipment is required and is 
being purchased in March and uniform invoices have yet to be received.  
 

Registration is almost wrapped up and we are ahead of last year’s 
Numbers in the younger divisions. The 2017 budget/registration fees should be 
adequate for the current projects and cost estimates.  
 
Ernie moves report be accepted.  2nd Brian.  All in favour 
 
Dan had people approach him about the concession trailer. 
 -encouraged to do a cost analysis of trailer cost vs how much we will 
make 
 -discussion followed about the value of it being to make money or build 
community within the association 
 -get active and really look into it in April 
 



 
Other Reports 
 
VP1 (Steve) 

• AAHA has been selected to host the MLB Pitch, Hit & Run Sectional this 
year. We will host this on Saturday, June 3rd at Mathers Park from 10am-
2pm 

• Winter Workouts in the Show Barn are now complete, last day was March 
8th. This was a huge success with record attendance and we will explore 
larger venues for next season. 

 
Report for UIC- Jim Van Meer 
 
Melissa Dahlen and I will be working together to replace Mike Pratt who was both 
allocator and UIC last year.  We intend to do things a little differently because my 
priority as UIC is to work with (as in be the umpiring partner of) as many umpires 
as possible.  I want to use what I know -as an educator and as an ump who has 
been on the receiving end of some great feedback from really good umps- to 
encourage and develop umpires who are just starting out.  We are fortunate that 
Mike Pratt will continue to ump and help out at the Mosquito level.  I want to 
involved Mike Green and Gary Webber, national umpires, as mentors of the kids 
who have umped for a while.  A best measure of a UIC's success is kids 
returning to ump year after year. Another association in the lower mainland brags 
that every one of their umps returned to umpire again last year. 
I plan to spend an evening each week observing umpires as they work, and 
giving them feedback as soon as possible to encourage them and to give them 
something to work on during their next assignment. 
 
Ernie asked if UIC and Umpire allocator were two separate positions and if 
we were going to pay both. 
 
Steve will discuss it with Melissa and Jim.  Jodi will check what the 
constitution says. 
 
 
Report from Tournament Bookings Manager- Sabrina Milne 
Nothing to report. 
 
Report from City Bookings Manager- Matt MacLellan 
My only ask is with the new directors & coordinators, we need to discuss with 
them how they want to handle field usage.  Last year I got field schedules 
(games & practices) for all divisions and then canceled the days the fields weren't 
used which saved us a 3-4 thousand dollars. We need to agree on 2 things. 
 

1. This process makes sense to do again this year or does having the full 
use whenever we want, outweigh the cost savings? 
 
**decided we will continue to do it the same way as previous years 
 

2. How do we manage Townline with the Cardinals bantam team?  Are they 
going to pay the city, or are they going to pay us? Who are they working 
with to coordinate usage (games & practices)? 

 



**decided that we will continue to book the field and they will pay us or we 
will exchange for bubble usage 
**they will coordinate with Brian Fehlauer  
 
Also, we need to reiterate the importance of all teams notifying me of rainouts for 
games and practices. 
    
VP2 (Todd) 
 Report given by Dan. 
 Picture day is May 13, 2017 
 If it is raining it will be at Birchwood Dairy 
 
 Coaches clinics are all planned. 
 
Director #1 (Colin) 
 The younger divisions are bursting at the seams.  More uniforms ordered. 
  -team size discussion  
  
 Mosquito has 144 kids.  12 teams of 12 
 
 Dan mentioned we need to update our AAHA rule book. 
 
Director #2 (Jose) 
 
PEE WEE 
-just over 72 players for house teams which means 6 possible teams. 
- selection of double AA players have been announced 
-evaluations and draft has taken place and teams have been made. 
-they have been given information on Jersey’s etc. 
 
BANTAM-  4 teams, AAA, AA and two A teams. AA team has been picked and 
posted. The A teams will be picked this week.  
 
MIDGET- Tentatively picked teams, but still waiting on final registration reports, 
lots of last minute sign ups, they have requested information on them twice in the 
past week and are not hearing back.  
 
JR. MENS-  No team as not enough players 
 
CHALLENGER- Still needing lots of volunteers, needs to know the links for the 
criminal record check for coaches and volunteers. 
 
 
Director #3 (Brian) 
 
Fields and Maintenance 
For the most part the fields were in pretty good shape for the 2016 season, thank 
you to all who volunteered. 
In order for us to have great fields for the kids to play on its up to us to make that 
happen, the city keeps the fields mowed but if we want great fields that’s on us, 
we have a pretty good working relationship with the city and they are quite willing 
to help. So moving forward into the 2017 season we will be having a fields 
cleanup day Saturday March 25, 2017 at 9 am. I am looking for someone to be in 
charge at each diamond so we can get all the fields ready for the season in one 
day. If you are interested please email me at fields@abbotsfordbaseball.ca. we 



will need volunteers as well to help with this task, I would ask that whichever field 
your child will be playing on that you come and volunteer at that diamond, many 
hands make light work. If you have a wheelbarrow, shovel, rakes, edger’s or 
brooms to bring them. I will initially stock up all the fields with lime, if your field 
requires more all the extra lime will be in the Grant container. 
 
**Discussion regarding field cleanup day. 
 Jose questioned if we can get “sharps disposal containers” for each 
field.  Vaughn will get his wife to look into getting them. 
 
Grant Park Project 
For those that are not aware we will be moving tee ball to Grant Park. We have 
portable backstops as well as drop bases to use for this year. The plan is for the 
city to skin 2 tee ball/tadpole size diamonds similar to the one at Little Delair and 
move the irrigation, this may be completed as the season runs this year however 
I do not have confirmation as of now and may be delayed until Fall, once this is 
done we have funds set aside to have backstops and benches built and proper 
bases installed. We will also be purchasing a 20 foot sea-can for Grant Park 
before the season starts. This will be used to store all the equipment as well as 
extra lime for all the fields. 
 
Legacy Funds 
We have applied for $50,000.00 from the Legacy funds. This was money left over 
from the 2016 BC Summer Games that Abbotsford hosted. Although it may be a 
long shot we have applied for these funds to go towards the Grant Park Project 
to build a better park for our younger divisions. 
Equipment 
Jason has spent his 2017 budget on replacing worn out equipment and gear (ex. 
Catchers gear,bownets) 
 
Uniforms 
Commissioners have been notified as to what each division can expect for 
uniforms and have been asked to forward to their coaches. 
Uniforms will be handed out at coaches meeting.  
   
Director #4 (Vaughn) 
Report from Sponsorship – Dawn Krahn 

Dawn has been getting quotes in mesh vinyl signs. It seems “Minute Man Press” 
is the best. They came in at $127. Most other places were 175-200 range.  

We should redo 2 signs that we lost in the winter. So, if everyone is ok, I would 
get them redone at Minute Man press. The only thing that concerns me is the 
mesh vinyl is not meant to last long. Core-plast signs are only supposed to last 6 
months to a year but obviously, we get longer. This mesh vinyl has about the 
same life span. But again, she said they have known signs to last way longer.  

I would also be comfortable moving all our sign business here.  

When discussing with Bourquin who is our sign place now there was no incentive 
to give us a lower price, even with the mention we are getting quoted elsewhere.  

Agreed that Dawn can go ahead and buy the signs at Minute Man. 
 
 



Report from Registration – Jenn Riou 
We are holding our last live registration this Saturday at ARC from 10-1.  I kind of 
think that after that we should close registration for all divisions (except maybe T-
Ball) So the commissioners can start making up the teams.  We have had tons of 
kids registering in the last few days so we are well over our numbers from last 
year. 
We've got over 600 kids registered and have Peewee, Mosquito and T-ball at 
wait list only. 
 
Discussion about how many kids request to play up a division. 
 -next year the “requests” section of the registration form will be 
removed 
Discussion about coach requests. 
 
New Business 
 
AGM – debrief 
-it went well 
 
Barn Workouts (Steve)  
-incredible success 
– ideas for 2018 
 -discussion about looking at different venues and extending days/times 
 
Registration  
-discussed above 
 
Bantam AA update (Todd) 
-discussed above 
 
Lottery Funds – wish list 
-Tim is looking at getting a computer and Microsoft Office 
 
Grant Park Update 
-trees are cleared 
-nothing skinned yet 
-might have to buy a new seacan because the city doesn’t want an eye sore 
sitting there 
-suggested to put AAHA logo and website on seacan 
-Steve is going to order a third portable backstop 
 
Picture Day – date, time etc…. 
-discussed above 
 
Player Movement Requests – update (Dan) 
Dan outlined releases that were granted. 
 
Exhibition Park – Saturday May 20th (10:00 – 11:30am) 
Discussion of how to use the time. 
Decided there will be a Tadpole game there. 
 
 
Coaches Banquet ($13/plate)  Date  Monday March 27 

Location Finnegan’s Pub 
     Time  doors open @ 6, dinner @ 6:30  



 
 -need to figure out how many people 
 -need to pay by March 24th 
 -Directors need to get numbers from commissioners. 
 -Dan speech and prizes 
 -Lorisa to hand out uniforms 
 
Thank-you cards 
 -thank you cards and gift cards given to past executive 
 Rob T.-$25 
 Richard -$15 
 Mike Pratt-$25 
 Jess Peters-$10 
 Sherri-thank you card  
 
Bantam funds 
Fall Ball Reg fees = $4400.00 (There would be some field rental fees for this. I 
just don’t have the figures handy plus the tournament some attended 
Thanksgiving weekend.) 
Bantam Tryout fees collected $1460.00 ($900 for bubble rental to date). 
 
 I estimate that we have approx. $3,500.00 in Fall-ball and Tryout income. I 
believe during the previous Executive meeting this income was to be split 
between the Bantam teams. I would like to propose that these funds are used to 
pay for specialty coaches utilized for any of the Bantam teams. Currently we 
have Tyler Krahn, Kris Webber & Tim Blake willing to come out for training 
sessions. I suggest paying up to $100 per two-hour session and additional 
training expenses. If the approx. $3,500.00 income is not enough, (four teams 
this season) I suggest that we utilize the funds that have been ear-marked for the 
Paid AAA coach (last year Tim Blake) to help add value to our Bantam program 
and help retain more players in the coming years.  
 
Ernie made a motion to keep the money in the Bantam division and earmarked 
for specialty coaching and development. Dan 2nd. All in favour. 
 
Scorekeeper clinic 
Jenni is willing to put on a scorekeeper clinic. 
Pick a Bantam AA game and invite parents for a clinic. 
She will decide on date and it will be advertised on the website. 
 
Banking 
Jodi asked that when teams open accounts that it be done at Envision and that 
the account be named with the Division and the year. 
 
A letter has to be requested from the Treasurer and signed by president and 
treasurer. 
 
ID camps 
Jose wants to run Mosquito ID camps. 
Discussion about when those camps should be held. 
     
Ernie motioned to adjourn the meeting. Dan 2nd.  All in favour.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:41 
 


